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Preamble 

Fifty years after independence, Africa has shown higher and sustained economic 
growth of about 4% compared to 3% for other global economies. This underscores 
the continent's resilience to global and regional headwinds. Growth performance, 

however, varied widely across country classifications and regions. Notwithstanding 
the robust growth expected for the region over the forecast horizon, some 

significant downside challenges remain. Economic development and successful 
transformation of Africa’s agriculture cannot be sustained by the continued 
extraction of natural resources, as at present, but rather one based on sustainable 

utilisation that protects livelihoods. Similarly, production technologies and 
farming systems need to be carefully developed to produce food eco-efficiently. To 
achieve this, Africa must invest in the people at all levels of society. Effective 

investment in agriculture and, in particular, building capacity across all aspects of 
agricultural value chain remains imperative. These initiatives should be designed 

to stimulate and maintain youth’s interests in entrepreneurship and innovation in 
agriculture which is necessary to ensure sustainability of agricultural production 
and realize the goal of food and nutrition security in the continent. Increased 

productivity in the agricultural sector depends on youths who comprise about 30% 
of the continent’s population. However, sustained productivity will require larger 
investments in agricultural research, extension and education systems; and 

institutional reforms that are responsive and accountable to farmers, 
agribusinesses, consumers and other stakeholders. Further, there is need for 

scientific research,  education and training to adopt a demand driven approach 
that meets societal and industry needs. This demand has certainly been 
heightened by the increasing concern about climate change, declining soil fertility, 

a lack of improved crop varieties attuned to changing climatic conditions, poor 
institutional arrangements such as markets, and conducive policies, and a lack of 

a critical mass of well trained professionals. The growing demand requires a 
substantial flow of scientific and technical expertise to support agricultural 
transformation in Africa. African colleges and universities have a key role to play 

particularly in: a) training a critical mass of agricultural scientists that are up to 
date with the changing agricultural landscape; b) involving all actors in the 
generation of agricultural technologies and innovations; c) mentoring youth to 
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keep agriculture innovative and vibrant and; d) developing curricula that address 
the changing agricultural landscape, and with a revised set of skills needed to 

address new challenges.  To address the above challenges, and enable institutions 
of higher learning to contribute towards tackling them, there is a critical need to 

bridge the gap between science, society and industry through development of 
attractive curricula that are relevant, responsive and attractive to youth and 
society. Investment in human capital development in agriculture remains vital. 

The 'new professional' in agriculture should, however, be better able to work 
across different disciplines, in partnership with different stakeholders and 
understand the value chain and potential for profit and entrepreneurship at 

different stages. It is against this backdrop that the conference on ―Bridging the 
gap between Science, Society and Industry: Building a new generation of African 

Soil Scientists and Agronomists‖ has been conceived. The overall goal of the 
conference is to contribute towards a food and nutrition secure Africa through 
capacity building, knowledge generation and technology dissemination. This 

conference will bring together young African agricultural scientists, stakeholders 
in agricultural value chains and industry, high level policy makers and 

distinguished keynote speakers from Africa and the entire globe. 
 
Conference organisers 

AGRA (www.agra.org) is a dynamic partnership working across the African 
continent to help millions of small-scale farmers and their families lift themselves 
out of poverty and hunger. AGRA programs develop practical solutions to 

significantly boost farm productivity and incomes for the poor while safeguarding 
the environment. AGRA advocates for policies that support its work across all key 

aspects of the African agricultural value chain — from seeds, soil health & water 
to markets and agricultural education. Kenyatta University (www.ku.ac.ke) and 
The University of Nairobi (www.uonbi.ac.ke/) are the two largest public 

universities in Kenya and are at the forefront of developing high quality manpower 
for national and regional needs. Both universities have strong agriculture training 
programmes and are amongst the universities across Africa that have hosted 

postgraduate training in diverse programmes with grants from AGRA, RUFORUM, 
among other funding agencies. HAK (www.hakenya.net) is the professional 

association of horticultural practitioners and stakeholders in Kenya with members 
drawn from training and research institutions, private sector and government 
agencies. RUFORUM (www.ruforum.org/) is a consortium of 29 agriculture 

teaching universities in Eastern, Central and Southern Africa established in 2004. 
It has a mandate to oversee graduate training and networks of specialization in the 

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) countries. On behalf 
of AGRA, KU, UoN, HAK and RUFORUM, the Conference Organizing Committee is 
pleased to welcome you to join us in this unique experience with young 

professionals in the continent.  
 
Date of the Conference  

The conference opens on 1st December, 2014, and closes on 5th December, 2014.  
 

Program Highlights  
The conference will have a four-day program of events, which will include several 
scientific and technical sessions. Plenary sessions, with keynote speakers, 
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thematic parallel sessions and poster sessions will be included. There will also be 
special sessions, which may include workshops, symposia, short courses, and 

round table discussions. Exhibitions will be hosted on request.  
The Conference will emphasize the role of research on providing new and improved 

livelihood opportunities for agricultural value chain actors in Africa, which will 
impact on their income generation and food security. Thematic areas will include:  
 

1. Soil , tillage and water management  
2. Crop production, improvement and protection  
3. Accelerating Agricultural technology transfer through value chain and 

agribusiness development  
4. Climate change and  Environmental management  

5. Crop – livestock interactions   
6. Extension, knowledge exchange  and ICT applications 
7. Institutional  capacity  development  and networking 

8. Urban agriculture 
9. Gender, policy and governance  

 
The official language of the conference is English.  
 

Conference Venue  
The conference will take place at Kenyatta University located about 20 km along 
Thika Superhighway, North East of Nairobi City and about 35 km from the Jomo 

Kenyatta International Airport.  
 

Key dates 

 Announcement and call for Abstracts: July 9th, 2014 

 Deadline for abstract submission: 30th August 2014  

 Full paper submission October 15, 2014.  

 Registration opens on July 15th 2014  

 Registration closes on 30th September 2014. 

 

Abstract submission 
Participants are invited to submit abstracts relevant to the thematic areas of the 
conference. Abstracts should be upto a maximum of 250 words excluding the title, 

names of author(s), institutional  affiliation, contact information (email  and 
telephone), and upto 5 key words. Participants intending to submit abstracts 
should first register at the conference website (www.HEAfrica-

youthinagriculture.net) before uploading the file (MsWord).  
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